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New CASA Advocates
Sworn in March 1, 2024

Bottom row: Gloria Spencer, Peggy Wright, Steve Dreben, Mairaed Hill, Judge Hoppe, Hayley Azuras, 
Kailey Swafford, Cara Sparks, Debbie McConnell, Justin Idiart, Amanda Meyncke. Top Row: Ben Fisher, 
Ashley Bell, Venessa Hart, Marty Albert, Monica Gillooly, Douglas Vincent, Brendan Binger, Damien 
Rennie, Rachel Rennie, Amanda Meyncke.

January 17, 2024 

Thank You 
to our

I Am For The Child 
Luncheon Supporters

Gold Sponsors

Table Sponsors
Adroit Construction Co., Inc.

Friends of CASA
Koenig Investment Advisory, LLC

Precision Electric
Joel & Debra Royal in Memory of former 

Oregon Secretary of State and Foster parent 
Dennis Richardson

Scherr Management Consulting

Southern Oregon Credit Service
Star Body Works

and Star 24 Hour Towing
Two Rivers Legal

US Bank
John and Cathy Watt

Michael and Amy Zarosinski

Presenting Sponsors

Donor Match Sponsor

Jim and Judy
Wright

Mark and Laura
Cromwell

Gary and Judy
Korepta

Lindsay
Berryman

Ben & Sydney
Shapiro

Platinum Sponsor

Siblings Jana (10) and Josh (8) came into the system 
and were placed in community foster care. Both 
parents were using heroin and leaving drug 
paraphernalia around the home within reach of the 
children. Mom also suffers from untreated depression 
and was not sending the children to school, failing 
to meet grade-level standards. Jana, particularly, 
is very social and missed her friends. Josh gets 
frustrated because he is confused about when they 
will be able to go back to mom and dad.

Two weeks after the kids came into care, the CASA program appointed a CASA volunteer to 
advocate for the children. The CASA immediately went to meet the kids, taking them some-
thing special based on what they liked – new art supplies for Jana and a cool book about 
soccer players for Josh. The kids were quiet but respectful during the first several visits with 
the CASA. During this time, the CASA was talking to the children’s teachers, reviewing their 
medical files, and was able to meet the parents. Mom seemed overwhelmed and thought the 
CASA was going to initially tell her all the things she had done wrong with her children to 
bring her to this place. On the contrary, the CASA was able to share with mom how strong she 
was and how much the children talked about mom and missed her.

Three months later, the children are chatterboxes and look forward to the CASA’s visit and 
news about how their mom is doing.  They are on the road to being reunified with mom, who 
has been very open to treatment. Dad has stepped away from the family and is not pursuing 
treatment at this time. The CASA was instrumental in helping mom believe in herself, get connected 
to help, and focusing on the love and the hope that was so present in the situation. The CASA’s 
encouragement, and compassion went a long way to help this family, and our community.

Happy Endings



Jim Wright, President 
Mark Cromwell, Vice President

Amy Zarosinski, Treasurer
Shirley Johnson, Secretary

John Watt, Immediate Past President 
Shane Antholz
Daniel Delgado

Amy Di Costanzo
Vicki Forehand
Dann Hauser
Bruce Laidlaw

Kyle Pace
Joan Reukauf

Jennifer Mylenek, Executive Director  

Board of Directors

Community Hope

Jennifer Mylenek 

Becky Jones, Case Supervisor
Claire Katzenson, Case Supervisor
Sharon Madara, Case Supervisor
Melissa Olson, Case Supervisor

Nef Rangel, Case Supervisor
Cassie Strickland, Case Supervisor

Jennifer Mylenek, Executive Director
Cristina Petrone, Program Director

Erin Carpenter, Development & Media Manager
Sarah Beth Wright, Development Associate
Susie Merrill, Office Support Coordinator

Hannah Davis, Case Supervisor

CASA Staff

Jennifer Mylenek, 
Executive Director and Child Advocate

Keeping children safe by supporting families and reporting suspected abuse or neglect 
is everyone’s responsibility. This call to action is not just for families and those who work on 
behalf of children; rather, it is the sounding of an alarm to the mail carrier, delivery person, 
grocery store clerk, pastor, drug store cashier, teacher, and next-door neighbor. Join us in 
keeping a safe, watchful eye on our children.

 National Child  
Abuse Hotline:  
1-800-422-4453

April is National Child
Abuse Prevention Month

With the help of ten-year-old, Jack Baker, the Easter Bunny received over 200 Easter 
Bags to deliver to CASA children. Last year, when choosing his community project to earn 
his charity patch for the Black Belt Excellence Achievement Program at Premier Martial Arts, 
Jack was concerned the Easter Bunny would not be able to find CASA children in 
their local Resource Care homes. This year he brought in five additional karate kids to help 
so they could earn their charity badges. Together, they raised a total of $3,254 to create the 
Easter bags.

“Jack and the other karate student’s thoughtfulness, generosity and hard work to collect 
funds, choose items and assemble these bags is completely selfless and very admirable,” says 
Jennifer Mylenek, Executive Director of CASA of Jackson and Josephine Counties. “We 
want them to know he has helped to make a lot of children and youth feel valued and loved.”

The Easter Bunny Visits CASA

www.childhelp.org #EyesOnChildren

Volunteer Appreciation Week
April 21-27, 2024

We often hear from CASAs who feel like they are not doing enough 
on their cases. Sometimes a case is going really well and there is not 
much to do! We wish they were all that way but, sadly, those cases 
are the exceptions. While a CASA might not feel their impact, we 
know how important their work is in the life of a child. CASAs:

1. Visit the child regularly, developing a connection. This is 
monumental for a child’s healing and something no one else does, 
except the CASA in most cases.

2. Investigate the child’s story and bring it to the court. No one 
else writes a child focused report to the court besides the CASA.

3. If possible, meeting the parent and remaining objective by 
reserving judgement and saving space for that parent to express 
themselves. Everyone has their own story and a CASA’s job is to 
show respect for all parties and to look for their strengths.

4. Support the very busy caseworker with updates and changes. We talk to caseworkers all 
the time who LOVE their CASAs for all the help they provide.

5. Support resource parents through thoughtful interactions. Resource parents have a 
tough job and appreciate CASAs who help them feel supported. We have been told by 
resource parents that the CASA helped them feel heard and valued.

There is so much more that CASAs do, but even if a case is going well, the above five items are 
happening and critically needed in our overburdened, understaffed system to ensure a child is 
safe and on the road to permanency.

CASAs are remarkable people who often face big challenges when navigating the complex 
world of child neglect or abuse; but I am awed every day by how well they do it. Thank you 
to all of our CASAs.

Donate online:
www.jacksoncountycasa.org

Volunteer:
Digital orientations are available!

Simply email: CASA@jacksoncountycasa.org


