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Best Nonprofits to work for in 2020! Employees
and volunteers at CASA of Jackson County and
CASA of Josephine County work diligently each day to advocate for children who have been
abused and neglected. This work is a never ending, challenging effort. We could not do it
without the support of our community.
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CASA’s ANNUAL

I Am For THE CHILD With your support, we cl«ange lives.
LUNCHEON Your donations brought in $22,885

Januarv 13, 2021 during our $10,000 matching gift challenge!

a Virtual Event!

SPONSORSHIP

LCHEVY
LEVELS
Presenting Sponsor ~ $5,000 tcchevy.com
Platinum Sponsor ~ $2,500
Gold Sponsor ~ $1,000 MATCHING GIFT CHALLENGE
Table Sponsor ~ $500 'f g s .,

To Sponsor

Community Partner
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u 3 g " 2 3 ‘ § i do not know where to begin? Register to donate monthly and become a life changin

of our CASA Starfish Society. Automatic donations -of any amount- are e asy-to-set i
ensure that we have the resources to sustain operations. When you become a monthly.d
you will join a special group of people reaching out each month to children in our copymun
Together, we can make an impactful difference and give hope of a better life. g

%j@c&%punﬁcasa.org

To join our list of TC Chevy matching donors, donate online!
www.jacksoncountycasa.org
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To become a Starfish Member: 541-734-2272 |www.jacksoncount% -



CommunNiTY HOPE

Wondering how many of you reading this have a broken heart.
Right now, your heart might be broken from loss of your home, or
loss of part of our community that is no longer standing, loss of a
loved one, or general loss of security and safety. You are not alone.
This year we have been faced with many unpredictable events that
have left all of us disheartened and feeling loss.

We are grieving alongside our CASA volunteers and families who

have lost their homes. No words can describe what they are going

through. We have tried to help by providing various resources

including clothing, shoes, diapers, toys, books, games, and shoulders

to cry on. We know additional help will be needed as the aftermath

ISV  of the fire unfolds, but our network of organizations is there and will
Executive Director continue to be there to help.

I have to say that Southern Oregon stands to me as an example of how
to face the aftermath of a tragedy, pull together, love one another, and begin to heal. Every-
where I go people are helping one another. Local organizations have pulled together to collect
and distribute donations, bridge language gaps, solve housing concerns, and more. Politics
have quieted, people’s hearts have opened and the love and caring in our community can readily
be seen. What a gift in the midst of darkness.

We are far from perfect down here in Southern Oregon, but we are what we were made to
be; kind, generous, loving, and willing to roll up our sleeves to help our neighbors. Asa dear
friend always says, “EGBOK”, which was coined by Ken and Bob, who hosted a radio show in
Southern California decades ago. It stands for Everything’s Going to Be OK. And I believe it
will.

Jennifer Mylenek,
Executive Director and Child Advocate

Ever have a knee hug? A longtime CASA volunteer refered to the best “knee hug” he ever had
when he told about three siblings he advocated for who had been moving from foster home to
foster home, while also recovering from abuse and neglect. This CASA had searched for and
found a caring relative who went through the steps to adopt them. When he went to visit the
siblings in their new and permanent home, he got a knee hug from one sibling who wouldn’t
let go. The child said, “thank you. We'll never have to go back or move again” We recently
acknowledged this volunteer for his amazing and long term service to children but our
appreciation could never live up to the special “knee hug” he received that day.

Just one of the many rewards our CASAs get to experience while they are busy helping kids.

Board of Directors

John Watt, President Mark Cromwell
Jim Wright, Vice President Amy Di Costanzo
Amy Zarosinski, Treasurer Vicki Forehand

Dann Hauser
Bruce Laidlaw
Kyle Pace
Jennifer Mylenek, Executive Director (non-voting)

Shirley Johnson, Secretary
Marco Boccato, Past President
Shane Antholz
Sidney Cooper, Jr.

CASA Staff

Alicia Linton, Case Supervisor
Sharon Madara, Case Supervisor
Chelsea McMahan, Case Supervisor
Christina Petrone, Case Supervisor
Leanne Cohn, Family Finding
Vicky McGee, Family Finding
Jami Pope, Family Finding
Marisol Rodriguez, Family Finding

Jennifer Mylenek, Executive Director
Wenonoa Spivak, Deputy Director
Erin Carpenter, Development & Media Manager
Karla Molina Cortes, Office Support Coordinator
Dan Mata, Case Supervisor
Angela Ford, Case Supervisor
Megan Kimball, Case Supervisor

IN MEMORY OF JIM BERRYMAN

Throughout the hallways of CASA, we are surrounded by
scripted quotes on the walls from CASAs who have left us
too soon. They remain here, part of us forever, with their
impactful quotes from CASA children reminding us every
day why we are here and why we do what we do.

Beloved CASA and Board member, Jim Berryman, passed
away in July. When the realization of the severity of his
illness became understood, Jim submitted his formal letter
of resignation to the Board of Directors at CASA. In one of
the most heartfelt, powerful moments in the history of our
board, his letter was read aloud in a board meeting, followed
by a unanimous vote to reject his letter of resignation. There
was no hesitation. A letter was sent to Jim in response, and
he remained a board member. As he spent his final days with family, he continued to check in
with his CASA children, helping them to transition to and get to know their newly assigned
CASA advocate.

In honor of what was so important in his life, Jim’s family chose to have gifts in his memory
designated to CASA. Over the coming weeks, over $20,500 came in online, in the mail and
delivered in person with memories and tears. Here we are in October, and gifts in his memory
continue to come in each week.

We will always remember Jim’s caring and uplifting personality. His quiet preservation will
remain with us at CASA, in the hearts of our board, staff, volunteers and community
partners. We will continue his legacy. His memory and undeniable impact will also live on in
the families of the eight children whom he advocated for. Those children will walk forward in
their futures, because Jim was consistently there for them. They will be stronger and confident
because Jim believed in them and walked beside them through difficult times in their lives. He
will never be forgotten.

"I see our work as CASAs as a way to contribute to the future of our city
and county. These children are our future. If we help these children deal
with the unfortunate situations in which they find themselves, they will
have a better chance of fulfilling their potential and becoming assets to

our community in the future.”
- CASA Jim Berryman
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A LOVELY TRIBUTE

“Caring enough to research a
child’s rare genetic defect.

Strong enough to stand up to
a judge for a child.

Man enough to kneel to reach
a child.

That was Jim.”

A CASA client

ADVOCACY: JANUARY-JUNE 2020

Local
Court Visits Out of
Rec'dation area
s 1046 Visits:
325 117 Other
Cou.frt communicati
Hearings on w/kids
401 1394
Foster Education
Parent al
Con'ctions Contacts
3030 474
Cc;:::::rity Psychologic
Connections al Contacts
2303 Family Med/Dent 283
Con'ctions | al Contacts
200 122

Lift up a child’s voice. A child’s life.

www.JacksonCountyCASA.org

CASA

Court Appointed Speclal Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

CASA OF JACKSON COUNTY, INC.

Proudly Sponsored By

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, if you shop online, our office will be open to accept deliveries!
Gift cards for older children and teens are always celebrated and appreciated!
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